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Background

Today, more than ever before, water is recognized as a fundamental resource to
ensure future sustainable and inclusive economic growth; and access to water is vital
as a basic human right. In committing to achieve Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), we aim to implement our summer schools on an annual basis, focusing on the
themes of United Nations World Water Development Reports. Consequently, the third
Aral Sea summer school will be entitled to the theme of “valuing water”, and will serve
youth — one of the most vulnerable groups as specified in the 2030 Agenda.

The young water leaders of the Central Asian region are potential future
decision-makers, representatives of academia and research, who will influence the
development of the region and beyond. Thereby, we aim that the summer school will
be a tool to empower and inspire the youth to choose nature-based solutions when
addressing environmental challenges. We will lead an expert-to-youth knowledge
exchange, as well as capacity-building and networking opportunities for future water
leaders. It is also crucial to raise awareness of the Aral Sea desiccation and how this
man-made environmental tragedy continues to affect the local population, who had to
migrate and leave their homes. Therefore, we envision an added value of the summer
school in acknowledging the current situation in the Aral region and attracting more
young specialists to engage with the topic in their professional and academic life.

Structure and approach

Three main directions of influence:

« Water for food and agriculture

Driven by population growth, between 2012 and 2050 global demand for food
production and other agricultural products is expected to increase by 50% (FAO,
2017b). Efficient use of water resources and improved irrigation can sustain additional
services - apart from water for food production - and result in improved environmental
and human health. Increasing water scarcity in most regions around the world will
require a transition to agricultural development towards sustainable intensification,
which includes production systems and practices like agroforestry, conservation
agriculture, sustainable forest and fisheries management. We aim to acquaint the
youth with these practices and expose how local communities are involved and can
develop these practices in the Aral Sea region.

% Water for the cultural benefits

Cultural ecosystem services shape environmental spaces and enhance cultural
practices to enable an experience of belonging, senses of tranquillity and inspiration.
The water-related values can be evaluated within the framework of cultural ecosystem
services, however, there are far more aspects relevant to water resources that can
foster various positive emotional experiences in terms of spirituality and religious
contexts. The cultural aspect is also about sharing water resources and valuing
transboundary water resources through dialogue and communication. This thematic
scope will foster youth to understand & seek more than the economic value of a



resource, but also to pay attention to traditional knowledge sharing and knowledge
mapping.

« Water for economic prosperity

Considering economic aspects to estimate the significant value of nature, which
supports people, can also aid to project the cost of inaction, in terms of ecosystem loss
and degradation. The ecosystem services relate to provisioning and cultural services,
as well as regulating - supporting resilience and reducing risks. It is reported that - “in
2019, environment-related risks accounted for three of the top five risks by likelihood
and four of the top five by impact” (World Economic Forum, 2019). Disaster risks such
as floods, landslides only exacerbate the loss of ecosystem services. It is important to
expose the youth to various tools to carry out assessments and analysis to better
understand the impact of economic aspects of water on nature and our environment.
All three thematic scopes will be structured to develop a better understanding of
transboundary and regional cooperation, as well as discover the potential of youth to
advocate for water and peace supporting the Blue Peace Central Asia initiative.

Methodology

The summer school will be based on interactive thematic lectures, which will then be
followed by working sessions to foster intergenerational dialogue, and build the
capacities of the participants. Field trips around the Aral Sea Basin will provide an
opportunity for the engagement of youth with the local community and interaction
with civil society, which will be an essential part of the experience and traditional
knowledge sharing.

Objectives

e Expand knowledge of future water leaders in the field of nature-based
solutions;

e Raise awareness of the youth through strengthening a platform for networking
to create ties between different youth representatives and allow new, concrete
actions to emerge in the region and beyond;

e Promote dialogue between the youth and civil society/local communities in the
Aral Sea region;

e Cultural representation of the event in the media to provide more visibility and
opportunities for cross-regional cooperation.



III AeTHAs MKoAa Ha ApaABCKOM MoOpe
Moaoabie BOOAHBIE AHAEPHI - BEKTOP NMEPEMEH
11-21 aBrycTa, 2021

IIpeaBapHTEeAbHAsA MOBECTKA

Hara MecTo Bpemsa MeponpuatTusa/Aekunuu/Bele3abl/ KCKypCHH
Ha3HadYeHHA

Hens 1 AaMmaThI 10:00 - 10.25 | - OduiasbHOE OTKPBITHE MEPOIIPUSTHS

(11.08.) 10.25 - 11:25 | - IIpesenTanusa o AetHel IlIkoae oT Central Asia Youth for

Water (CAY4W) Network

- Ilpesenranusa npoekta ESERA (3kocucremsl, o6111eCcTBO U
3KoHoMUKa [Ipuapaabs)

11:30 - 13:00 | - PeruonaspHaa oaumniuana 1o LIYP 6 (rubpugHeiil hopmar)
13:00 - 14:00 | - O6exn

14:00 - 14:30 | - IlonBeneHMe UTOTOB U PE3YABTATbl PETHOHAABHOU
oauMIuansl o LIYP 6

15:00 - 16:40 | - Bere3g Ha 2K/1 Bok3aa / Otbe3n u3 AaMaThl

HeHsn 2 Apaabck 14:40 - ITpubniTHe
(12.08.) - 3aceaeHHE B OTE€Ab
- YKUH
Hens 3 Apaasbck- 09:00 - 11:00 | - [Tocemenue ocguca I'TI3 “Bapcakeamec”
(13.08.) | Apaakym- - ITocerieHne My3es pbIGOAOBCTBA
KamsbIicTbifa | 11:30 - 12:30 | - Oben
c 13:00 - 14:00 | - IToceurerue cakcayAbHbIX HacaxaeHuit TOO “Baiitak

[aaa” (ApaskymMm)
- ITpuGrrrue B HTIL “Apaa” (KambicTEIOAC)

- Y>XUH
HOeHs 4 KampicTbif6a | 09:00 - 18:00 | - BBomgHbIE IIPE3EHTALIMH 10 TEMATHKaM: M3MeHeHNne
(14.08) c rauMarta, Boga u 'emnep
- ¥YkuH
- KyabTypHBIil Beuep
deHs 5 KamsbicTbifa | 09:00 - 18:00 | - PuiGompomMbicaoBbIe BomoeMbl B Komkape
(15.08.) | c - Koaxap - - Oben B Kackakyaane
KackakyaaH - IMoceurenne TemMaTuyecKux paioHoB KackakyaaHa
- KapaTepen (HabaromeHUE 32 KyAaHaMHU)
- Y>XuH

- HoueBka B KapatepeHne

HeHsb 6 Kaparepen - | 09:00 - 18:00 | - IToceuieHne rugpo-KOHCTPYKIINK AKAAK

(16.08.) | Akaax - - Mamba Kokapaa u Mmaaroe ApasbCKOe MOpe
Koxkapaa - - Oben
AxbacTsl - OKaMEeHEAOCTH

- TepMaAbHBIH HCTOYHHUK
- ITponiecchl OIIyCTHIHUBAHUS

- AkGacTsl
- Y>XKUH
Hdens 7 Axb6GacTsI - 09:00 - 18:00 | - ApaanbCKUue KaHBOHBI
(17.08.) | Akecne - OnycThIHUBaHUE B ceae AKecIie

- TepMasbHbIE UICTOYHHUKH AKeCIIe
- HoueBKa B ceae Akecrie

Hens 8 Axkecmne - 09:00 - 18:00 | - OTBe3n B ApasbCK
(18.08.) | Apaasck - Oben

- IlonBeneHue UTOrOB
- [IpomtanbHEIN y>KUH
- CBobGoxHOe BpeMd

HdeHs 9 Apaasck - 09.00 - OTpe3n B AAMaThI
(19.08.) | AamaTsI

Henp 10 | AAMaThbI 17:40 - [IpubsrTre B AAMaThI
(20.08)




Hens 11
(21.08)

deHb
oT’he3na H3
AAmMaTsl




